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BOROUGH  OF  LUDLOW. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  1948. 


r st  July ,  1949. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1948.  It  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s 
Circular  3/49,  dated  17th  January,  1949. 

The  estimated  population  is  now  6,180,  and  the  statistics  are 
satisfactory  Special  mention  may  be  made  of  the  low  rate  of 
Infant  Mortality  for  the  year  which  is  half  that  for  the  country 
as  a  whole.  There  was  ag*airi  no  death  from  Puerperal  causes 
and  since  1942  only  one  mother  has  lost  her  life  from  causes 
connected  with  child-birth. 

No  epidemic  of  serious  Infectious  Disease  took  place  and 
there  was  again  no  case  of  Diphtheria  in  the  town.  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council  as 
from  5th  July,  1948.  For  six  years  there  has  been  no  case  of 
Diphtheria  and  if  the  young  children  are  immunised  each  year 
there  should  be  no  fear  of  its  recurrence  as  a  menace  to  child  life. 

Two  deaths  were  reported  from  Tuberculosis,  the  same 
number  as  in  1947,  and  the  death-rate  was  0322  per  1,000'  of  the 
pojpulation.  This  is  about  half  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Housing  position  is  slowly  improving  and  48  housing 
units  were  made  available  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  72  houses  were  under  construction  and  all  of  these  except 
one  were  Council  houses.  The  Council  have  a  further  programme 
for  28  houses  of  two  bedrooms  each,  and  these  will  prove  of  great 
value  for  the  smaller  families  who  need  re-housing.  So  far  it 
has  not  been  possible  to  get  rid  of  the  older  unfit  houses,  as  every 
available  house  is  needed  still,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  soon 
steps  will  be  taken  to  deal  with  such  houses  as  are  incapable  of 
being  made  habitable  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

The  re-construction  of  old  houses  which  could  be  made  fit 
has  also  been  held  up.  Some  help  will  have  to  be  given  to  land- 
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lords  who  are  willing'  to  put  such  houses  in  order.  At  present 
costsl  ift  would  not  be  possible  for1  such  work  to  be  properly  done 
without  some  form  of  financial  assistance.  These  poor  houses  are 
let  at  such  a  low  rent  that  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  landlords  could 
afford  to  have  them  re-constructed  according  to  modern  ideas. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  under  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Acts,  1926,  etc.,  grants  up  to  ,£100  were  given  to 
owners  who  spent  ,£150  in  having  cottages  made  habitable.  In 
a  Report  on  “  Re-conditioning  in  Rural  Areas  ”  issued  in  1947, 
it  is  estimated  that  now  it  would  require  £450  to  re-condition  a 
cottage  and  it  is  suggested  that  up  to  £300  might  be  granted 
towards  such  work,  i.e.  two-thirds  of  the  total  cost. 

Of  course,  in  the  past,  such  help  has  only  been  given  to 
owners  of  rural  cottages,  but  it  does  seem  now  that  assistance 
on  somewhat  similar  lines  as  suggested  might  be  given  to  owners 
of  houses  in  urban  areas.  Failing  this,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
many  of  the  unsatisfactory  houses  can  be  made  habitable  and  have 
modern  amenities. 

The  scheme  for  laying  a  duplicate  main  through  the  town 
was  commenced  in  February,  1949,  and  is  now  completed.  This 
will  ensure  adequate  water  pressure  in  the  higher  parts  of  the 
district  where  the  new  housing  sites  are. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your1  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  LUDLOW. 


STATISTICS,  1948. 

LIVE  BIRTHS- 

Total 

M. 

F 

Legitimate 

115 

56 

59 

Illegitimate 

6 

2 

4 

Totals  !21 

58 

63 

Birth-rate 

per  1,000  of  the  population  — 

19*5. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  2 

1 

1 

Still-birth 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  =  16*2 

Total 

M. 

F. 

DEATHS— 

83 

43 

40 

Death-rate 

per  1,000  of  the  population  = 

:  13*7. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR— 

Number  Rate  per  1,000 
of  Deaths  Live  Births 


(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  ...  2  17 

(b)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  ...  0  0 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  (live) 

births  ...  ...  ...  2  16 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES  ...  ...  Nil 

DEATHS  from— 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  l'l 

Measles  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Page  Four 


Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,068 

Estimated  population  (mid  1948)  ...  ...  ...  6,180 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  at  31st  Dec.,  1948  ...  1,638 

Rateable  Value  of  district  ...  •••  ...  ...  ^35,295 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  /133 

POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  mid-year  1948  is  given  by 
the  Registrar-General  as  6,180,  this  being  an  increase  of  57  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year’s  figure.  The  natural  increase 
of  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  38. 

BIRTHS. 

There  were  121  live  births,  of  which  number  six  were  illegiti¬ 
mate.  The  birth-rate  was  19  5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
(England  and  Wales  =  17-9). 


STILL-BIRTHS. 

These  numbered  two  only  and  the  rate  is  16'2  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births.  This  is  a  very  low  figure  indeed  and  compares 
favourably  with  the  rate  for  the  country,  which  was  23T — a  new 
low  record. 

DEATHS. 

Eighty-three  deaths  were  registered  and  this  gives  a  rate  of 
13*7  per  1,000,  which  is  lower  than  last  year  (18-3). 

The  causes  of  deaths  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
Heart  Diseases  (36),  Cancer  (11)  and  Intra-cranial  Vascular 
Lesions  (Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.)  (9),  account  for  56  of  the 
83  deaths.  The  conditions  named  are  met  with  as  a  rule  in  those 
of  the  older  age-groups. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  only  two  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one 
year  and  this  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  16  per  1,000  births, 
which  is  less  than  half  that  for  the  whole  country. 

Both  these  deaths  were  certified  as  being  due  to  premature 
birth.  The  low  rate  of  infant  mortality  and  of  still-births  is 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  great  amount  of  attention  which  has  been 
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given  in  the  last  thirty  years  or  more  to  the  prevention  of  both 
these  conditions. 

In  1946  the  Still-births  plus  Infant  Deaths  numbered  15;  in 
1947  the  total  was  10,  and  this  year  it  was  4. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  causes  associated  with  child-birth. 

Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

STAFF. 

There  are  no  changes  to  record.  The  officers  are  one  part- 
time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  one  Sanitary  Inspector  who 
is  also  the  Borough  Surveyor.  The  names  and  qualifications  of 
the  officers  are  given'  at  the  beginning  of  this  report. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Full  use  has  been  made  during  the  year  of  the  Laboratory 
at  Shrewsbury  where  water  and  milk  samples  are  reported  on 
and  also  specimens  sent  in  by  private  doctors. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Staff  at  the  Laboratory  for 
their  close  co-operation  in  the  work  connected  with  all  Public 
Health  enquiries  in  the  Borough. 

NURSING  SERVICES  IN  THE  HOME. 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  under  Part 
III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  continued  to  function  during  the 
year,  the  office  being  at  Dinham  Lodge,  Ludlow  (Teh  47). 

In  the  report  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  it  is  stated  that 
an  average  of  nine  families  have  been  attended  weekly  and  also! 
that  applications  have  been'  received  from  residents  in  the  Rural 
District.  Some  ot  these  latter  cases  were  in  rather  inaccessible 
parts  of  the  area  and  difficulties  of  transport  were  met  with.  The 
office  in  Ludlow  is  staffed  by  voluntary  workers. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

These  services  are  now  controlled  by  the  County  Council  and 
details  of  the  scheme  were  given  in  the  report  for  1947  (page  5). 
The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Cross  Houses,  near  Shrews^ 
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bury,  where  eight  ambulances  are  kept  In  addition,  there  are 
three  ambulances  at  Ludlow  (Teh  Ludlow  1'84). 

Infectious  Diseases  are  taken  to  Monkmoor  Hospital  by  an 
ambulance  which  can  be  obtained  by  notifying-  the  Hospital  at 
Monkmoor  (Tel.  Shrewsbury  2510). 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

There  are  no  changes  to  record  as  regards  the  various  Clinics 
provided  by  the  County  Council. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Particulars  of  Hospitals  available  have  been  given  in  previous 
reports  and  there  are  no  changes. 

Section  C 

SANITARY  Ci RCU INSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

This  section  of  the  report  deals  with  W ater  Supplies,  Sewer¬ 
age  and  Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage,  Refuse  Collection  and  other 
matters  concerned  with  environmental  hygiene. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  H.  V.  James, 
for  most  of  the  facts  concerning  the  above  matters,  of  which  he 
has  charge. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Details  of  the  three  supplies  on  which  the  town  depends  were 
given  in  last  year’s  report  (pages  six  and  seven).  During  the 
year  it  was  necessary  to  take  nine  million  gallons  from  the  Elan 
Aqueduct  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation.  This  was  two  million 
gallon's  less  than  in  1947. 

Extensions  of  the  mains  to  the  Sandpits  Avenue  Site  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  The  duplication  of  the  water  main 
outlined  in  last  year’s  report  was  commenced  on  14th  February, 
1949,  and  is  now  almost  completed.  This  will  ensure  adequate 
pressure  for  the  new  housing  estates  and  for  the  Council’s 
proposed  future  development  in  regard  to  housing. 

The  Surveyor  estimates  that  100%  of  the  houses  in  the  town 
are  on  the  main  supply— 

(a)  Piped  to  house  ...  ...  91% 

(b)  From  stand-pipes  ...  ...  9'% 
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During-  the  year  twelve  samples  of  water  were  taken'  from 
various  points  on  the  system  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Two  samples 
were  sent  for  chemical  examination  and  these  also  were  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  water  from  all  three  sources  is  chlorinated  before  it  is 
passed  to  supply. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

No  extensions  were  made  to  existing  sewers  other  than  those 
required  for  the  Airey  Housing  Scheme.  The  Surveyor  states 
that  1,597  houses  are  connected  to  the  sewers  out  of  a  total  of 
1,638  houses. 

The  sewage  pumping  installation  at  Temeside  is  in  good 
order.  The  new  15-h.p.  Diesal  engine  installed  in  June,  1948, 
is  giving  complete  satisfaction.  At  the  disposal  works  the  perc¬ 
olating  filters  have  been  overhauled  and  new  distributor  arms  have 
been  fixed. 

The  main  sewers  were  treated  for  infestation'  by  rats  on  three 
occasions  during  the  year  and  were  generally  found  to  be  free 
of  serious  infestation. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL, 

A  weekly  collection  is  made  from  private  houses  and  there 
are  collections  three  times  a  week  from  hotels,  cafes,  etc, 

A  new  “  Karrier  ”  collection  vehicle  was  put  into  service 
in  August.  Its  capacity  is  5  cubic  yards. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping  at  Fishmore  and  rats  are  kept  under 
control  bv  arrangement  with  the  Countv  Council. 


SALVAGE. 

Collection  arrangements  are  the  same  as  in  previous  years, 
i.e.  a  collection  is  made  twice  a  month.  The  weight  and  value 
of  salvage  during  the  year  was  as  follows 


Material 

Weight 

Value 

Paper 

51  tons 

£330 

Bones 

3  tons 

/no 

Scrap  Iron 

16  tons 

Totals 

70  tons 

£380 

These  figures  show  an  increase  from  1947,  when  59  tons 
valued  at  ;£334  were  collected. 
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Section  D 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

•  .  . 

1,638 

Number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Council 

.  .  . 

216 

Number  of  Flats  owned  by  the  Council 

41 

New  Houses  completed  in  1 948 — 

(a)  Council  Houses — permanent  type 

36 

(b)  ,,  ,,  Airey  type  ... 

I 

(c)  Flats  converted 

9 

(d)  Private  Houses 

2 

Total 

— 

48 

Applications  for  houses 

438 

Houses  under  construction  as  at  31st  Dec., 

1 948 

(a)  Council  Houses — permanent  type 

.  .  . 

16 

(b)  ,,  ,,  Airey  type 

. . . 

55 

(c)  Private  Houses 

1 

Total  72 

BUILDING  PR OG R AM M  E  — 1 949 . 

Lite  Council  have  been  allotted  a  total  of  45  houses  to  be 
built  during-  1949.  Of  these,  9  will  be  allocated  to  private  enter¬ 
prise,  leaving-  36  to  be  built  by  the  Council.  It  is  therefore  hoped 
that  these  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  at  the  two 
sites,  namely  Dodmore  and  Sandpits  Road. 

To  complete  the  present  programme  there  are  16  houses  to 
be  completed  at  Dodmore  and  55  at  Sandpits  Road. 

It  is  expected  that  the  number  of  applications  will  be  reduced 
to  about  300  when  the  latest  request  for  applications  has  been 
completed,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  applicants  have  applied 
in  more  than  one  area. 


UNFIT  HOUSES. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the  eight  houses  in  Old 
Street,  which  were,  made  the  subject  of  a  Clearance  Area,  have 
now  been  demolished. 

OVER-CROWDING. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  47  cases  of  over-crowding  were 
abated  during  the  year.  Of  these,  a  total  of  24  were  abated  by 
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being  moved  into  Council  Houses.  There  are  still  a  considerable 
number  of  families  who  are  living  in'  over-crowded  conditions  but 
the  exact  number  will  not  be  known  until  the  survey  of  all  houses 
is  completed  and  reported  on. 


HOUSING  SURVEY. 


In  the  report  for  1946  it  was  mentioned  that  1,166  houses 
had  at  that  time  been’  visited  and  inspected  so  that  they  could  be 
placed  iri  one  or  other  of  the  five  categories  according  to  their 
condition.  These  categories  are  as  follows  :- 
Category  I.  Houses  fit  in  all  respects. 

II.  Houses  requiring  minor  repairs. 

III.  Houses  requiring  major  structural  repairs. 

IV.  Houses  requiring  re-con'struction. 

V.  Houses  unfit  and  incapable  of  being 

rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost. 


5  > 
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No  report  has  yet  been  made  to  the  Council  as  regards  the 
number  of  houses  falling  into  the  various  categories,  but  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  if  this  were  done  as  soon  as  possible  so  that 
when  it  is  possible  to  have  repairs  carried  out  on  a  larger  scale 
than  at  present,  the  Council  would  be  in  a  position  to  know  which 
houses  required  to  be  dealt  with. 


Some  of  the  families  from  the  worst  types  of  houses  have 
been  re-housed  under  the  Council’s  scheme.  In’  many  cases, 
however,  the  tenant  has  no  sooner  left  the  unsatisfactory  house 
than  another  family  has  moved  in  to  the  same  house.  This,  of 
course,  is  to  be  regretted,  but  it  only  shows  what  a  great  short¬ 
age  there  is  of  houses. 

The  continued  building  of  new  houses  will  relieve  some  of 
the  families  who  are  unsatisfactorily  housed,  but  something  will 
also  have  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  bringing  many  of  the  older 
houses  up  to  modern  standards,  i.e.  where  the  fabric  is  sound. 
The  cost  of  bringing'  a  cottage  into  a  good  condition  has  been 
estimated  under  present  conditions  as  being  in  the  region'  of  ^450, 
and  this  is  only  one  third  of  the  cost  of  a  new  three-bedroomed 
house  at  present  prices. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  legislation  will  soon  be  brought  in  to 
enable  landlords  to  repair  their  property  and  there  will  also’  have 
to  be  some  degree  of  compulsion  in  the  matter  for  those  cases 
where  the  owner  is  unwilling  to  carry  out  repairs.  In  a  report 
on  RECONSTRUCTION  IN  RURAL  AREAS,  issued  in  1947, 
it  is  recommended  that  a  grant  or  loan'  of  a  sum  equal  to  two-' 
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thirds  of  the  total  cost  (£300  out  of  £450)  might  be  given  to 
landlords  whose  property  was  found  to  require  reconstruction.  In 
cases  where  landlords  were  unwilling  to  carry  out  the  work  it  is 
recommended  that  the  Local  Authority  should  be  given  powers  to 
acquire  such  properties  and  carry  out  the  works  required  with 
the  help  of  the  grant. 


Section  E 

SMSPEGT10M  AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

MEAT. 

All  meat  for  consumption  in  the  town  is  slaughtered  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food’s  slaughter  house  at  Craven  Arms  where  there 
is  adequate  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered. 

As  regards  shops  in  the  town,  the  Inspector  reports  that 
frequent  visits  of  inspection  are  made  to  all  food  shops  and  con¬ 
ditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  and  con¬ 
demned  by  the  Inspector  :- 


Fish 

104  tins  &  74lbs. 

Tea 

143  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  34 

tins 

Maro-arine 

o 

7  lbs. 

Milk 

...  349 

tins 

Sweets  ... 

9  lbs. 

Preserves 

93 

tins 

Crisp  Bread 

52  pkts. 

Meat 

25 

tins 

Shredded  Wheat 

24  pkts. 

Vegetables 

...  163 

tins 

Xmas  Pudding- 

o 

f  tin 

ICE  CREAM. 

Ice  Cream  is  a  food  which  is  not  cooked  before  being  eaten 
and  therefore  it  is  liable  to  spread  disease  if  it  is  once  infected 
by  the  germs  causing  any  particular  disease.  In  view  of  this 
there  are  now  strict  regulation's  regarding  the  preparation  and 
handling  of  this  article  and  all  Ice  Cream  has  now  to  be  treated 
by  heat  before  being  frozen.  Local  Authorities  have  now  to 
register  all  premises  where  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured,  stored 
or  sold,  and  such  premises  have  to  conform  to  the  conditions  laid 
down  in  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  unless  the 
Ice  Cream  is  received  “  wrapped  ”  and  is  sold  without  the  con¬ 
tainer  being  opened.  In  this  latter  case  it  has  only  to  be  kept 
at  a  temperature  of  below  28  Fahr.  until  it  is  sold. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  in  the  Borough  there  are  now 
eight  dealers  in  Ice  Cream,  four  of  whom  being  retailers  of 
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proprietary  brands  and  the  other  four  making  Ice  Cream  on'  their 
own  premises  from  what  is  termed  a  “cold  mix.”  This  means 
that  the  mixture  is  received  in  a  powder  form,  having  already 
been  heat-treated  and  subsequently  de-hydrated.  Only  water  and 
any  flavouring  agent  is  added  to  it  before  it  is  frozen. 

Seven  samples  were  taken  in  all  during  the  year  and  of  these 
three  samples  were  in  Grade  I,  two  in  Grade  II,  one  in  Grade  III, 
and  one  in  Grade  IV.  The  premises  are  inspected  during  the 
year  and  every  effort  is  made  to  see  that  only  Ice  Cream  which 
can  be  considered  safe  is  sold  in  the  Borough. 

MILK. 

There  are  twelve  producers  in  the  area  of  the  Borough,  one 
seller  of  T.T.  Milk  and  two  of  Accredited  Milk. 

Although  there  is,  as  yet,  no  legal  standard  with  regard  to 
the  cleanliness  of  raw  milk,  an  effort  has  been  made  for  the  last 
few  years  tos  raise  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  all  the  milk,  sold 
m  tne  Borough  to  that  required  for  Accredited  Milk. 

During  the  year  the  Inspector  reports  that  at  least  two 
samples  have  been  taken  from  all  producers  and  only  three  of 
these  have  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  These  three 
samples  were  all  taken  from  the  same  producer  and  visits  have 
been  paid  to,  the  premises  and  advice  given  as  to  improved 
methods  of  production' 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
Local  Authorities  but  only  lack  of  the  necessary  staff  has  prevented 
it  being  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  who,  will  soon 
be  entirely  responsible  for  this  work. 

There  are  at  present  no  dairies  in  the  Borough  where  milk 
is  pasteurised  but  no  doubt  in'  the  near  future  such  a  plant  will,  be 
introduced  into  one  or  more  dairies  in  the  town.  The  treatment 
of  milk  by  heat  is  now  recognised  to  be  the  surest  way  of  render¬ 
ing  it  safe  for  consumption.  In  the  large  towns  now1  over  90% 
of  all  milk  sold  is  pasteurised  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  have 
now  power  to  schedule  areas  where  none  but  T.T.  or  heat-treated 
milk  can  be  sold.  Delay  in  the  scheduling  of  areas  is  due  to  the 
present  shortage  of  plant  for  heat  treatment,  but  this  should  soon 
be  overcome. 

Epidemics  of  Food  Poisoning  have  become  more  common  of 
late  years  and  more  attention'  has  been  focussed  on  the  whole 
question  of  the  preparation  and  selling  of  food  for  human 
consumption. 
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Conditions  in  some  shops  and  restaurants,  etc.,  leave  much 
to  be  desired  and  a  closer  supervision  of  all  premises  in  which 
food  is  sold  or  prepared  is  clearly  indicated  if  such  outbreaks  are 
to  be  avoided.  For  example,  many  food  shops  have  no  proper 
provision  for  the  washing  of  the  assistants’  hands,  although  the 
provision  of  such  facilities  is  required  in  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938  (Sect.  13). 

Visitors  from  other  countries  are  often  astonished  at  the  way 
in  which  bread  and  other  unprotected  food  is  handled  in  our  shops. 
Education  of  the  public  is  perhaps  the  first  step  if  improvement 
in'  these  matters  is  to  be  attained,  as  if  the  public  demand  that 
their  food  should  be  prepared  and  handled  in  a  hygienic  manner 
this  will  do-  much  to  bring  about  a  change  for  the  better. 

Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  following'  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during 
the  year  1948 

N  OT I F I C  AT  I O  N  S—  1 948 


Disease. 

Cases 

notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

34 

0 

0 

Measles 

43 

0 

0 

It  will  be  seen  that,  apart  from  some  cases  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  among  the  younger  children,  the  town  has  been 
free  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year.  The  more  serious 
diseases,  such  as  Small-pox,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  now  Diphtheria, 
have  been  almost  entirely  eradicated  during  the  last  half  century 
or  so,  and  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  realise  what  a  terrible  toll  these 
and  other  infectious  diseases  used  to  take,  especially  of  young- 
lives.  In  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  the  disease  has  not  only 
decreased,  but  is  at  present  of  a  much  milder  type  than  formerly 
was  the  case. 

The  protection  of  children  against  Diphtheria  has  now  been 
transferred  to  the  County  Health  Department,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
parents  will  continue  to  have  their  young  children  protected 
against  this  disease  as  soon  as  they  reach  the  age  of  one  year. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  will  continue  to  be  treated  at 
Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  as  in  former  years. 
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Vaccination  against  Small-pox  has  now  ceased  to  be  com¬ 
pulsory,  but  every  effort  will  be  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  to 
get  as  many  children  vaccinated  as  possible.  Although  Small¬ 
pox  is  now  rare  in  this  country  it  is  still  possible  for  it  to  be 
introduced  from  abroad  by  passengers  arriving  by  sea  or  air. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  register  as  at  31st  Dec., 


1948,  was  as  follows 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

Pulmon.  Non.pulmon. 

Pulmon.  Non-pulmon 

Total. 

18  13 

16  7 

54 

These  figures  show  an 

increase  of  three  as 

compared  with 

those  of  the  previous  year. 

Female  Pulmonary 

cases  are  three 

more  and  male  Non-pulmonary  cases  have  increased  by  one,  while 
there  is  one  less  male  Pulmonary  cases. 

New  Cases. 

Seven  new  cases  were  notified,  of  which  six  were  Pulmonary 
cases  (one  male  and  five  female)  and  one  was  a  Non-pulmonary 
(male)  case.  This  is  one  fewer  than  were  notified  either  in  1946 
or  1947. 

Deaths. 

Two  deaths  were  registered  from  Tuberculosis — one  male 
aged  27  and  one  female  aged  25 — both  being  from  the  Pulmonary 
type  of  the  disease.  This  is  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous 
year  and  gives  a  low  death-rate. 

Death-rates. 

The  death-rates  were  as  follows 

Death-rate  per  1,000  (Pulmonary  T.B.)  ==  0-322! 

,,  „  ,,  (Non-pulmonary  T.B.)  ==  nil 

Total  Death-rate  (all  forms)  —  0*322! 

Treatment.  — - — < 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  now  comes  under  the  Hospital  Board  for  the  artea. 
This  includes  Sanatoria  and  the  Dispensaries  which  are  now 
termed  “  Chest  Clinics.” 

The  arrangements  for  patients  in  this  area  remain  as  before, 
i.e.  the  Clinic  is  at  Shrewsbury  and  the  Sanatorium  is  at  Shirlett. 
Patients  are  first  of  all  referred  by  their  own  doctor  to  the  Chest 
Clinic  and  there  suitable  cases  are  recommended  for  treatment 
at  the  Sanatorium. 
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Prevention. 

The  greatest  hope  for  lessening  the  incidence  of  this  disease 
lies  in'  the  prevention  of  new  cases,  and  this  can  be  best  brought 
about  by  the  isolation  of  all  infectious  cases  either  in  their  own 
homes  or  at  a  Sanatorium.  There  is  as  yet  no  known  specific 
cure  for  the  disease  once  it  is  established.  A  Local  Authority 
can  help  by  giving  special  consideration  to  cases  where  a  family 
in  which  there  is  an  “  open  ”  ( i.e .  infectious)  case  of  Tuberculosis 
is  living  under  overcrowded  conditions.  Such  families  should  get 
high  priority  for  housing.  The  necessity  for  this  was  shown  in 
a  recent  case  in  the  Borough  where  a  young  ex-service  man  with 
his  wife  and  two  children  was  found  to  be  living  under  over- 
crowded  conditions  in  a  house  in  which  there  was  also  living  an 
open  case  of  Tuberculosis.  The  danger  to  the  young  children 
in  such  a  case  is  very  great  indeed,  as  young  children  are 
extremely  susceptible  to  the  disease.  The  family  was  recommended 
for  a  house  in  this  case  and  were  allocated  one  without  delay. 

CANCER. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  eleven, 
of  which  nine  were  of  males  and  two  of  females.  This  gives  a 
death-rate  of  L780  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  about 
an  average  rate  and  is  much  lower  than  in  1947  when  there  were 
twenty  deaths  and  the  rate  was  3-266  per  1,000. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  causes  of  deaths  that  Cancer 
is  again  the  cause  of  the  second  larg-est  number  of  deaths  in  the 
Borough.  At  present,  early  surgical  treatment  holds  out  the  best 
chance  of  cure  and,  therefore,  those  of  middle  age  or  more  who 
develop  symptoms  which  suggest  any  form  of  growth  should  not 
delay  in  consulting  their  doctor  for  advice. 
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CAUSES  O'F  DEATH— 1948. 


Cause  of  Death 

Number  of  Deaths 

I. 

Heart  Disease 

30 

II. 

Cancer 

11 

III. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Diseases 

9 

IV. 

Bronchitis 

6 

V. 

Pneumonia 

3 

VI. 

Tuberculosis 

2 

VII. 

All  other  causes 

16 

Total  83 


The  number  of  deaths  is  29  less  than  in  1947  and  the  death- 
rate  is  13-7  per  1,000  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  18  3  in  1947. 
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